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This Newbery Honor book features magic, adventure, friendship, and even a dragon who can't fly!In

the valley of Fruitless Mountain, a young girl named Minli lives in a ramshackle hut with her parents.

In the evenings, her father regales her with old folktales of the Jade Dragon and the Old Man on the

Moon, who knows the answers to all of life's questions. Inspired by these stories, Minli sets off on an

extraordinary journey to find the Old Man on the Moon to ask him how she can change her family's

fortune. She encounters an assorted cast of characters and magical creatures along the way,

including a dragon who accompanies her on her quest for the ultimate answer. Grace Lin, author of

the beloved Year of the Dog and Year of the Rat, returns with a wondrous story of adventure, faith,

and friendship. A fantasy crossed with Chinese folklore, Where the Mountain Meets the Moon is a

timeless story reminiscent of The Wizard of Oz. Her beautiful illustrations, printed in full-color,

accompany the text throughout. Once again, she has created a charming, engaging book for young

readers.
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This is a beautifully written fable for people of all ages, not just those in grades 3-6. I just finished

reading this story to my five year old. I think I may have gotten more from it than she did but she



was enraptured as we read three chapters every night for the last few weeks.Minli is a girl whose

family is very poor. Her mother is embittered about their lack of fortune while her father tries to cheer

the family up with fanciful tales. All day the three work in the rice fields and eke out just enough from

the harvest to provide one bowl of rice each night. Determined to change their fortune, Minli sets out

to find the Old Man of the Moon. Old Man of the Moon holds the book of fortune and can not only

tell the future, but also change the future.As Minli journeys to find Never Ending Mountain, the home

of Old Man of the Moon, she is joined by a flightless dragon who has lived for years upon years in

the forest, hiding and alone. Along the way, Minli meets and hears the fortunes of the very rich and

the very poor until she learns an important lesson about herself, her family, and their fortune. While

Minli is away, Ma and Ba have to come to terms with Minli's absence.About every other chapter,

there is a Chinese fairy tale told by one of the characters (never Minli though). Each one of these

stories are interwoven with each other like the tangled strings of Fortune that Old Man of the Moon

ties to the figures on the earth.There are many good "teachable moments" in the story from each

encounter than Minli has in her journey and enough food for thought that adults who read it will

come away satiated.While I loved that it had Asian aspects to it, I hope that it will not deter others

from reading it because Minli's adventure is one for any culture.

Minli lived with her parents in a small village, in the shadow of Fruitless Mountain. The family -

indeed, the whole village - was desperately poor. Minli's mother bemoaned their threadbare clothes

and scanty food. But her father, even though gray and overworked, cheered up every evening when

he told Minli one of the Chinese folktales that delighted her. Some of her favorite stories were about

the Old Man of the Moon, who lived on the Never-Ending Mountain, and knew everything.When a

goldfish seller came to the village, Minli was enchanted by the cheerful, bright fish, so different from

the gray and brown world that she lived in every day. On an impulse, she spent one of her two

copper coins, and bought a goldfish to bring fortune to her home.Minli's mother was not happy with

the goldfish. They had barely enough to eat; how could they feed a pet? After her father gave up a

few grains of his precious dinner rice to feed the fish, Minli realized what the sacrifice would be to

feed it, so she sadly released her goldfish into the river.To her surprise, the grateful goldfish told

Minli how to find the Never-Ending Mountain of her father's folktales. There, she could ask the Old

Man of the Moon how to bring good fortune to their house. So Minli set off on a journey to find the

Never-Ending Mountains. Along the way, she met a dragon who couldn't fly, and other mythical

characters who taught and helped her on her journey.Interwoven with Minli's story are wonderful

stories written in Chinese folktale style. These stories, told by Minli's father, become both the



backdrop and the framework for the story of Minli's adventures on her journey.Overall, a lovely,

lyrical book, written for ages 8-12, but more widely enjoyable. A parent or teacher would find joy in

reading this book aloud to younger children, who also would be fascinated with Minli's magical

journey.Quickly, get this book while you can. And while you are at it, buy one for a gift for every child

you know. A true classic.

I just finished reading this book to my six year old daughter. We enjoyed it so very much. We had

been reading a few chapters a night and of course had to do 10 at one time last night so we could

find out what happened. She was full of oohs and ahhhs, gasps and sighs. Parts of this book have

become allegory for us...she will turn to me and say "this is just like Minli when...". I know this book

will become a classic in our family and my daughters will read it to their daughters.

I don't typically write reviews but this book was an exceptional piece of children's literature that I

hope makes its way into many more households. Grace Lin's newest book, Where the Mountain

Meets the Moon, has done something that very few books have been able to do in our household -

hold the rapt attention of both my children from beginning to end. Each night our family would reach

a few chapters of this book before bedtime. It immediately captured our imagination and held onto it.

My children (and I) loved to look at the beautiful color illustrations that Grace has interspersed

throughout the book. Her writing is incredibly descriptive and pulls you into the story. Many others

have already written about the synopsis of this book so I will not go into that. I will say that this book

was so beloved by my 8 year old that she begged me to buy copies for her teachers so that she

could share this book with them in hopes that they will be able to share it with others. As a parent,

how could I want anything else from a book? Thank you Grace Lin!
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